U.S. Department of Justice 



Federal Bureau of Investigation 

Washington, D C. 20535 


September 26, 2017 


MR. JOHN GREENEWALD 



FOIPA Request No.: 1219492-001 
Subject: FILE NUMBER 80-HQ-760 
(1945-1989) 

Dear Mr. Greenewald: 

This is in response to your Freedom of Information Act (FOIA) request. 

Records responsive to your request are currently being processed. The available documents represent an 
interim release of information responsive to your FOIA request. You will be notified when additional releases are 
available. 

You were previously advised in FOIPA 1219492-000 that we were consulting with another agency 
concerning information related to your FOIA request. 

A portion of that information has been returned to the FBI and is enclosed. 

5 preprocessed pages, which originated with other Government agencies, are enclosed. To expedite 
requests, preprocessed packages are released the same way they were originally processed. This material is being 
provided to you at no charge. 


In accordance with standard FBI practice and pursuant to FOIA exemption (b)(7)(E) and Privacy Act 
exemption (j)(2) [5 U.S.C. § 552/552a (b)(7)(E)/(j)(2)], this response neither confirms nor denies the 
existence of your subject's name on any watch lists. 

For your information, Congress excluded three discrej^categories of law enforcement and national security 
records from the requirements of the Safe 4kfc^%3^52t- ’010). This response is 

limited to those records that are subject totfie requirements of the FOIA'. This - a s,. t f§rd notification that is given 
to all our requesters and should not be taken as an indication that excluded records do, or do not, exist. Enclosed for 
your information is a copy of the Explanation of Exemptions. 

For questions regarding our determinations, visit the www.fbi.aov/foia website under “Contact Us." 

The FOIPA Request Number listed above has been assigned to your request. Please use this number in all 
correspondence concerning your request. Your patience is appreciated. 

You may file an appeal by writing to the Director, Office of Information Policy (OIP), United States 
Department of Justice, Suite 11050, 1425 New York Avenue, NW, Washington, D.C. 20530-0001, or you 
may submit an appeal through OIP's FOIAonline portal by creating an account on the following web 
site: https://foiaonline.requlations.aov/foia/action/public/home . Your appeal must be postmarked or electronically 
transmitted within ninety (90) days from the date of this letter in order to be considered timely. If you submit your 
appeal by mail, both the letter and the envelope should be clearly marked “Freedom of Information Act Appeal.” 
Please cite the FOIPA Request Number assigned to your request so that it may be easily identified. 




You may seek dispute resolution services by contacting the Office of Government Information Services 
(OGIS) at 877-684-6448, or by emailing oqis@nara.gov . Alternatively, you may contact the FBI’s FOIA Public 
Liaison by emailing foipaquestions@fbi gov . If you submit your dispute resolution correspondence by email, the 
subject heading should clearly state “Dispute Resolution Services.” Please also cite the FOIPA Request Number 
assigned to your request so that it may be easily identified. 


Sincerely, 

^ 

David M. Hardy 
Section Chief 
Record/Information 

Dissemination Section 
Records Management Division 


Enclosure(s) 




EXPLANATION OF EXEMPTIONS 


SUBSECTIONS OF TITLE 5, UNITED STATES CODE, SECTION 552 

(b)(1) (A) specifically authorized under criteria established by an Executive order to be kept secret in the interest of national defense or foreign 

policy and (B) are in fact properly classified to such Executive order; 

(b)(2) related solely to the internal personnel rules and practices of an agency; 

(b)(3) specifically exempted from disclosure by statute (other than section 552b of this title), provided that such statute (A) requires that the matters 

be withheld from the public in such a manner as to leave no discretion on issue, or (B) establishes particular criteria for withholding or refers 
to particular types of matters to be withheld; 

(b)(4) trade secrets and commercial or financial information obtained from a person and privileged or confidential; 

(b)(5) inter-agency or intra-agency memorandums or letters which would not be available by law to a party other than an agency in litigation with 
the agency; 

(b)(6) personnel and medical files and similar files the disclosure of which would constitute a clearly unwarranted invasion of personal privacy; 

(b)(7) records or information compiled for law enforcement purposes, but only to the extent that the production of such law enforcement records or 

information ( A) could reasonably be expected to interfere with enforcement proceedings, ( B ) would deprive a person of a right to a fair 
trial or an impartial adjudication, ( C ) could reasonably be expected to constitute an unwarranted invasion of personal privacy, ( D ) could 
reasonably be expected to disclose the identity of confidential source, including a State, local, or foreign agency or authority or any private 
institution which furnished information on a confidential basis, and, in the case of record or information compiled by a criminal law 
enforcement authority in the course of a criminal investigation, or by an agency conducting a lawful national security intelligence 
investigation, information furnished by a confidential source, ( E ) would disclose techniques and procedures for law enforcement 
investigations or prosecutions, or would disclose guidelines for law enforcement investigations or prosecutions if such disclosure could 
reasonably be expected to risk circumvention of the law, or (F ) could reasonably be expected to endanger the life or physical safety of any 
individual; 

(b)(8) contained in or related to examination, operating, or condition reports prepared by, on behalf of, or for the use of an agency responsible for 
the regulation or supervision of financial institutions; or 

(b)(9) geological and geophysical information and data, including maps, concerning wells. 

SUBSECTIONS OF TITLE 5, UNITED STATES CODE, SECTION 552a 

(d)(5) information compiled in reasonable anticipation of a civil action proceeding; 

(j) (2) material reporting investigative efforts pertaining to the enforcement of criminal law including efforts to prevenf control, or reduce crime 

or apprehend criminals; 

(kX 1) information which is currently and properly classified pursuant to an Executive order in the interest of the national defense or foreign policy, 
for example, information involving intelligence sources or methods; 

(k) (2) investigatory material compiled for law enforcement purposes, other than criminal, which did not result in loss of a right, benefit or privilege 

under Federal programs, or which would identify a source who furnished information pursuant to a promise that his/her identity would be 
held in confidence; 

(k)(3) material maintained in connection with providing protective services to the President of the United States or any other individual pursuant to 
the authority of Title 18, United States Code, Section 3056; 

(k)(4) required by statute to be maintained and used solely as statistical records; 

(k)(5) investigatory material compiled solely for the purpose of determining suitability, eligibility, or qualifications for Federal civilian 
employment or for access to classified information, the disclosure of which would reveal the identity of the person who furnished 
information pursuant to a promise that his/her identity would be held in confidence; 

(k)(6) testing or examination material used to determine individual qualifications for appointment or promotion in Federal Government service he 
release of which would compromise the testing or examination process; 

(k)(7) material used to determine potential for promotion in the armed services, the disclosure of which would reveal the identity of the person who 
furnished the material pursuant to a promise that his/her identity would be held in confidence. 


FBI/DOJ 



ALL FBI INFORMATION CONTAINED 

HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED 

DATE 09-22-2010 3? 60324 UC baWsab/lsg 


E vr vCUTlVE OFFICE OF THE PRF^IDENT \ / 

NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL. -SCWS 

WASHINGTON ^ ■ 




Juno 26, 1953* 


HSHORAKDUIl FOR THE CHAIRMAN 

3UTERDEPAKTHENTAL C01EHTTES ON INTERNAL SECURITY 


SOBJKCTs 


ULTRASONIC JJSTENINQ DEVICE 


With reference to Hr* Bionvenu’s memorandum of Juno 19, 
1953, enclosing a report with proposed, amendments to the 
Presidential directive on the subject, I suggest that, if you 
have not already done so, you make a copy of the report and 
proposed amended directive available to Hr. Don Parsons of 
tho Bureau in new of the past and continuing interest* which 
tho Bureau has therein* . 

I talked with Hr* Parsons concerning the subject today 
and advised him that when the meeting Is celled to consider' 
the report and draft directive attached, that' I mould inform 
him of the date and time so that he might also attend* 


J. Patrick Coyne 


cc - J£r* D*. rsons 

Fodorar'llureau of Investigation 
Room 7151' Department of Justice 
Washington, D. C. 


RE.CORDED- 29 /^- 

.&? J Uf 
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ALL FBI INFORMATION CONTAINED 
* HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED 

DATE 01-27-2011 BY 60324 tac baw/sab/lsg 


X 

INFC 


sjeu/in S5 obm»ixoii 


* 


June 19, 1953 


MH40RAKDtEl RE OmASOHIC USTEHISS DEVICES: 


For tho information of the addressees of this aeaoraodun 
there Is attached herewith Copy So* o of a draft report on 
this subject dated Juno 9 , 1953* with 'a rmri&ed Presidential 
Directive attached thereto. The enclosure was prepared In 
accordance vith the meeting on Kay 19, 19 ^ 3 , held by Mr. J. 
Patrick Coyne, Hational Security Council. 

in preparing the report 1 consulted certain files of the 
Department of Justice, vlth the assistance of Mr. C. Edvard 
Nicholson, as well no vith Mr. Joses L. Breuririts, Chief of 
Division 7<V Patent Office (Code 164, Esfc. 2870 ). Mr. Ercvrink 
asked mo to inform you that It is very important that the 
Commissioner of intents ho apprised of tho Presidential 
Directive in view of bio responsibilities for tha handling of 
patent matters. . 

A meeting w i ll bo called by Mr* Coyne after .tho recipients 
of this aeasoranton have had on opportunity to the 

enclosed drafts* 


‘‘•SIGNED 

Leonard P.- Eienvcmi 
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mm cmjsmrn mtESMD control of 
wmscmc j ms mm ievxces 
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the problem 


1a To review the Prenidsntiea Directive dated August 23 , I 95 Q in the 
light of new develCfjEjaofea end prepca zet reccas^&ations to bsi cub- 
nitted to tha President regarding any chaste is content or clacoi- 
floatioa Which, will facilitate hath, workable and occuro operations* 


3ISCUSSI03 


2. Kith rafurc&eo to Paragraph 3 of the report attached to the mao- 
mndus of August 17 , 19JJ0, to the Precitont, it is haovn that at 
leant one ultrasonic listening device, in addition to the FBI 
tatel, has bees constructed* la addition/ t&s ideco embodied in 
these doviccn, which ore not new, are Jcoom to several persons 
(epprorimtely 8 to 12). She enadevice known to e^i. other than 
the FBI nodal van votoatesily xelinautehcd to the P e p a rte m t of 
Justice ter eafokoopiBg for on i n de fi n ite period of tis?. The 
possibility exists test additional models can be constructed by 
the aforcsanticncd porGcno having kacwleds® thereof. 


3* Kith rafcrenco to Paragraph 9 of the 1950 report, the inventer 1ms 
interned that he ia not interested in cocking a patent on tee device 
because of the expense involved and since tee FEE had already 
developed such a device prior ta ble own invention. FBI agents 
applied for a patent on July 1, 1952 and have assigned oil rights 
to the FBI proper, she do vice has been classified Top Secret in 
the Patent Office end tee couatcrdevlco is olecoified Secret. The 
inventor has applied for & potent on tee couaterdevice« Insofar as 
* is known, the inventor ban continued voluntarily to restrict infor¬ 
mation concerning the device Itself to a selected group of represent¬ 
atives of tee federal goreraromt. 


k. 



The handling cf oil applications for patents or any patent cotter or 
cass involving security iafosmtioa classified Secret and below, 
excluding Top Secret, is confined oa a "need to .know 0 basin within 
tea Patent Office, Department of Ccsscerce, to twenty eamaSmta and 
nine docket and adoiniotrativo personnel all of whoa arc in Division 70 
end have Qua clearances by the Atonic Energy Cosz&asicn. Seventeen 


(jJju>Lod3i ba/o / 
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document. consist'-* of.,..W?—.ua*>- 
../?-Of,_yZ_Copies. 
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SECURITY information 


additional personnel in the Patent Office having the easst clear* 
cacao could have acccos to each inforstatipn if nececcary la 
processing* Moot of tho personnel ccstiensd above Save sot bees 
cleared by the fle^ortaseat of Cceccrce for occeo# to Top Secret 
Security Infamation but «ro cleared for aeceao to Security 
Infaraation doottfied Secret cn tho basis of the ABC Qua clear¬ 
ances end national agency chcc&s, Withinjtha emrtnftng funciicna 
of tho Patent Office the Ctmisoicmcr of Patents, two cjoEsiaors, 
and two secretaries arc cleared for access to Top Secret Security 
Inf creation by the Dopartascat of Cossarc© and oil patent matters * 
' so classified are handled solely by this group* 

The oxteaniY®. ;fert?lll 3 cnca operations abroad by the Itep^rtaent of. 
Defease In support of 9; 8* forces will bo greatly facilitated 
through a grant of authority to that dep ar fea sg t to contract for 
tbs acquisition of such device for use outside tho continental 
and territorial United States. 


Cg50IJPSI033 


Conclusions 3 end $ of tha report appended to the ceagg a n & ua to 
tho President-of August 17/ 1950/ pertoiniiag to gr ope r control 
end utilisation of such devices to assure tieoly acquisition of 
vital intalligcnca and the cxtrcnoly grave ssneo which would be 
oassulored by lssiiocviisdnato epplle&tioa or usoof such devicco 
fey unscrupulous or subversive persons/ we equally valid today 
as they wore in August X950, 

The above referred to ^v^opaent or acquisition oiaco 1950 of 
tnseledge of such devices by sm-sevOTnasutal psrscenal warrants, 
and variable yat secure bamllng of all patent applications and 
taattere involving information regarding such devices ccea to 
require, a dostogrsdiug of the security classification of tint 
Presidential directive and ouch devices to Secret, 


mimwtomass 


It la recfflgsyndcd that tho attached draft dated , 

of a revised directive be a pproved end issued by tho President 
under a claeoificatioa of "Secret” security iafoimtlcni 
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REVISED DIRECTIVE CQftCEBftZES SOS AC<3JISm03 MD WS OS? WmSWZC X283ESISB 

' devices m i53 cLmz&mE cazussexm o? mvmvmoa 


Tho directive of August 83# 1950 is reviosd -to reed as follows 3 So tiJo.ovez>all 
interests of the people end e &v c r s seit af the tfiaited Bi&teo &a& in order to insure 
the prosper control and handling of ultrasonic listening devices, end counter 
devices thereto, it in hereby directed that* 

1* Appropriate aryaagsaeafts ho affected to control such devices for the exclusive 
uhe of the United Stated Goycrraasat. The security classification of such devices 
is hereby d<Rmgraded to ''Secret 1 ’ Security Intonation. 

8. Tfc© us® of cuch devices shall he Malted cxcluoivoly to mttars of vital Dqpor- 
tsneo to the notional security of the United States in order to avoid any unjust 
eneroachnoct upon individual tights *m& constitutional guarantees. 

3* She Baportaents of the Treasury, Defense end Justice, and the Central Intelligence 
Agency shall bo the exclusive - agento of the (Mvernaeat responsible for the c o n trol 
of such devices, and the development of appropriate esuatexseaasreo applicable to 
the uoauthorittod use of ouch davieec. 

A* j ’ ' 

t. She Department of Justice-shall bo the pole agency contracting for the acquisition 
of such devices for-use within the continental and territorial United. States. 

, 9 . The Central Intelligence Agency and the D op aartasafe of Defense shall he the cole 
oeomim contracting for the acquisition of ouch .devices for use outside the 
continental and territorial United States. 

6. Such devices i&aMaotbeu^ agsincy of in the 

absence of the approval in each instance of the Secretary of the Treasury. 

, 7* Such devices Shan not be used by any agency of the Dopartssmt of Defense in 

the absence of the approval in each .instance of the Secretary of Defense. 

% 

6* Such devices shall not be used by any agency of thq Dopartesnt of Justice in 
the absence of tbs approval in each instance of the Attorney (femoral. 

9 Such dsriicee shall not bo used by the Central Xatelligonce Agency in the absence 
of the approval in each instance of the Director of Central Intelligence. 

3D* Tho Secretary of tho Treasury, the Secretary of Dofeaoo, the Attorney General 
and tho Director of-Central Intelligence shall bo responsible for continulng.and 
close supervision of oil activity relating to the control ©ad uao of mich devices. 

11. Infomaticu concerning the existence and nature of such devices Should be 1 united 
strictly to appropriate csjployeno of the <krverass©t cn a ”issqA to fence 0 basis. 

(signed) Approved 



The Uhlto House 
June , 1953 


D.ight D. Biseahcver 









